
                                      

 

 

October 9, 2016 
 
 

 

Dear SMPC friends- 

Bart and I grew up going to church, and after we married, we were very active in the church we 

joined. So when we moved to Charlotte in 1980 we started looking for a church home. After 

checking out a couple of churches we joined one, but were not particularly involved.  For a short 

time we did not attend church, and began to feel that something was missing. 

One Saturday afternoon during that period, we answered the doorbell to find a woman standing on 

our front porch. She told us about a new Presbyterian church that was being formed in South 

Charlotte, handed us a brochure, and invited us to attend.  It was as if we were being called out, and 

in a way I think we were.   

Neither Bart nor I were particularly wild about attending a ‘start-up’ church that met in the 

gymnasium of an elementary school, so we said we’d think about it.  After talking to Carol Hassell, a 

neighbor who had attended the first service, we decided to give it a try – and we’ve never looked 

back.   

We jumped in rather quickly, mostly because there were so many jobs that needed to be done, and 

not enough people to do them!  Yet we were able to fund most expenses because everyone was so 

involved and committed, and that commitment included a financial commitment. 

Over the years Bart and I have been blessed to be able to serve South Mecklenburg Presbyterian 

Church in a number of capacities, and to be able to make a pledge every year to the operating fund 

and every three years to the building fund.  Our pledges, along with those of many others, have 

enabled this church to not only survive but to grow.   

We have come to realize that when you really believe in something, you want to nourish it and make 

sure it grows.  When you are committed to God and to the work being done in God’s name, there is 

no limit to what you will give, of your time, talents, and yes, your money. For us, it has become a 

habit, a good habit, a joy and a privilege.   

We invite you to join us this fall in making a financial commitment to SMPC. 

 

Ann and Bart Whitlock 


